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Dear Parishioners,  

About a quarter century ago, dedicated parishioners took on the considerable work that 
resulted in a new St. Pius X.  On April 11, 1999 the church was consecrated and for the last 20 
years our community has celebrated the sacraments.  This is where we live, experience and 
share—a parish is a million small memories and sensations. It is our home; it is our faith home.  
And just like your home where you live, after a time you see things you want to change and 
features you want to update.   

Last year I announced that St. Pius X was considering a ‘Sanctuary Renovation Project’.  Prior to 
that announcement, I tasked a small committee to work on identifying a suitable designer who 
would assist in bringing the project to fruition.  After extensive work, the committee has 
selected a designer to work with us on the project.  

The committee members are: 

Hank Caldwell, Tom Hottman, Julie Kraan, Liz Maddalena (Chair), Ben Quen, Tami Thompson, 
and Ed Tuhy 

Going forward, and as the need arises the committee will expand, and sub-committees will be 
established.  I ask you to prayerfully consider if the time has come to create a more beautiful, 
inspirational, attractive and well inspiring worship place here at St. Pius and most especially I 
ask you to ask yourself how you perhaps could provide guidance and energy in support of this 
effort. Please feel free to contact me and/or the committee with your thoughts and ideas.   

Within the coming weeks a survey will be distributed that will help us refine the vision for the 
renovation. It’s extremely vital that each parishioner prayerfully consider the questions and 
return the completed survey. (Contact information for the Sanctuary Team will be posted with 
survey.) 

This is an exciting time in the history of St. Pius X. While change is always difficult for some, I 
truly believe that we will all grow to love the changes made to the holy of holies, our 
Sanctuary.  

I wish you a Happy, Healthy and Grace-filled New Year.  

In Christ Peace, 

Fr. Shiju Thuruthiyil 
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PASTORAL COUNCIL REPORTPASTORAL COUNCIL REPORTPASTORAL COUNCIL REPORTPASTORAL COUNCIL REPORT    

Stewardship As a Way of Life—”Are you living it?” 

The 1992 U.S. Bishops’ Pastoral Letter, Stewardship . . . A Disciple’s Response, a steward is 
defined as a disciple of Jesus who “receives God’s gifts gratefully, cultivates them responsibly, 
shares them lovingly in justice with others and returns them with increase to the Lord.” 
Stewardship is a way of life that comes from seeing everything as a gift from God, changing the 
way we see things. The disciple is motivated by faith and a deep sense of gratitude, flowing from 
their faith, to a greater sharing of his/her time, talent and treasure with the Church and other 
worthy causes. Time, talent, and treasure are all shared as a gift, in a planned, proportionate, 
thankful, and sacrificial manner. 

“Genesis tells us that God placed the first human beings in a garden to practice stewardship 
there – ‘to cultivate and care for it’ (Gn. 2:15) The world remains a kind of garden (or workshop, 
as some would prefer to say) entrusted to the care of men and women for God’s glory and the 
service of humankind. In its simplest yet deepest sense, this is Christian stewardship …”  

 

What difference will Stewardship make in my life? 

It is so easy to put our lives on hold and, with it, all of our good intentions. If we wait until, 
"Someday when we have more time," or "When we've reached our goals," what will happen to 
all those in need of our gifts and talents? 

Effective stewardship education and formation relies on leadership by example. It encourages us 
to make a difference and become involved. 

True conversion has taken place in the hearts and minds of many who embrace Stewardship as a 
way of life. 

 

Stewardship is part of our Catholic belief system. 

The hope is for Catholics to embrace the teachings on stewardship, understanding that 
stewardship is a way of life, a way to give back what God has blessed us with. This giving back 
isn't limited to the parish or the diocese; rather, it encompasses both and much more. A full 
description of “stewardship” is found in the 1993 pastoral letter from the National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops entitled Stewardship: A Disciple's Response. We are called to: 

• Receive God's gifts gratefully 

• Cultivate them responsibly 

• Share them lovingly with others, and 

• Return them with increase to God 
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Mass Times 

Saturday Vigil 
5:00 pm 

Sunday 
9:00 am 

Daily (Mon-Fri) 
8:30 am 

(Check bulletin for 
exceptions) 

Other Times 

Reconciliation  
Saturday 

3:00 pm—4:00 pm 
or by appointment 
(541) 884-4242 

Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament 
1st Friday of the Month 

9:05 am—5:00 pm 

Office Hours 
Monday—Friday 
9:00 am—4:00 pm 

I (Michael Kraan) spent my summer in our nation’s capital 

working as an intern for congressman Greg Walden of  

Oregon’s second congressional district. Rep. Walden is the 

ranking member on the Energy and Commerce Committee 

(E&C). When Republicans were in the majority before the 

2018 midterms, he was the chairman of the committee. 

The E&C deals with a host of broad, wide ranging issues, 

from healthcare policy to internet security and privacy 

issues, to climate change. Greg Walden is extremely effec-

tive and is a masterful policy maker. The staff was very 

pleasant and excellent at their jobs. These professionals 

are some of the most qualified people the United States 

has to offer, and I was routinely impressed by staffers, both on my side and the other side 

of the aisle. Most of them are young, dynamic, and dedicated beyond belief to their jobs. 

From day to day, I took part in many office related tasks from answering phones and giv-

ing tours to submitting amendments to bills and writing policy memos for the staff.  

Washington is an interesting and fast-moving place, which is obvious during the morning 

commute. After growing up in a small town like Klamath Falls, it was a nice change of pace 

that felt exciting and intriguing. Being a part of the democratic process and observing it 

from up close was a privilege and an honor.  

 

 If I were to choose one thing that I took away from the experience as a whole,  

it would be that when we are voting we should be looking through the rhetoric and get-

ting straight to the accomplishments and results a representative achieves for his or her 

constituents and the American people. When thinking about Greg Walden, flamboyant 

and theatrical are never words that come to mind. Greg Walden is a public servant that 

displays a quiet dedication to the American people that does not involve flashy interviews 

or dirty politics between him and his political opponents. Greg Walden works with his  

political opponents and builds rapport with them so he can legislate. The US needs leaders 

that are willing to stay out of the limelight in order to get results for the American people. 

Anyone can talk, but not everyone can actually get things done. So, next time you vote, 

take a look at the record a Representative or candidate has before you look at their  

Twitter feed to see if their rhetoric makes you feel good. We should of course elect people 

who are eloquent, but our Representatives and Senators must be good at more than just 

making sound bites. With all the news about impeachment and our tumultuous politics, it 

is important for us to remember even as loud as it may get, quiet servants will always be 

the most treasured assets of the American people. 

Respectfully,  

 

Michael Kraan 

Chairman, Oregon Federation of College Republicans 
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Dear friends and donors of St. Maurus Hanga Abbey, 

Happy New Year—I wish you many blessings in 2020. I would like to 
personally THANK YOU and the many people in southern Tanzania (whom 
you have helped tremendously) thank you for your donations for the clean 
water project, health services, and education.  

The clean water project for the people has always been a great endeavor of 
St. Maurus Hanga Abbey. In2018— 15,000 people living in five villages were 
provided with a safe drinking water system. We thank you for the gift of life 
to these people. 

Our next project is for a village of 5,000 people. It will be a gravity fed water 
system with five miles of water line. We continue to raise funds to buy 
sections of pipe and cement for the construction of reservoir tanks.  

Also, in 2018 we were able to help two kindergarten schools have clean 
water. Of course neighbors to these schools use the water as well. Both 
schools had water systems with solar pumps instead of manual water 
pumps. The solar pumps make it possible to continuously pump water from 
the well to the storage tanks and from the storage tanks water is distributed 
indoors to houses and on streets.  

At the abbey, the 2018 construction project of the women’s ward of 45 beds 
at the Health Center has been completed. As for now we are looking for 
funding to furnish the interior of the ward. The costs will cover things such 
as hospital beds, tables, chairs, cabinets, etc. 

It is good news to have this female ward completed to accommodate the 
increasing number of female patients who come to the Health Center. Some 
women come for maternity and delivery services and others for general 
surgery and blood infusion. Again, we thank you very much for your support 
in serving those in need.  

If you donate make check payable to St. Maurus Hanga Abbey.  

St. Maurus Hanga AbbeySt. Maurus Hanga AbbeySt. Maurus Hanga AbbeySt. Maurus Hanga Abbey    

Mputa village needs clean water 

Mhukuru villagers have clean water 

A ward for women 

Children at the water tank 
tower at Kongowe. Solar pump 
powered system 

Solar pump water system at Mgazini orphanage 



Page 5 Volume 2020 Issue Winter 

HELP WANTED or YES WE CAN or SEARCHING 

“Holy People flow from and lead to Holy Families.  Holy Families flow from and lead to Holy Priests.  
Holy Priests flow from and lead to Holy People…”  This circular mantra of a prayer effort in our 
parish a number of years ago continues to challenge and inspire our Vocations Committee today. 

• How can we encourage and support the families in our parish where the faith and love, justice 

and mercy of God already enflame who they are and what they do? 

• How can we invite and challenge the homes where that is not the focus to the fuller and more 

vibrant life that a life-in-God creates? 

Each home takes a form, be it married with or without children or whose children are grown and 
gone, single by choice or widow or widower, single parent families, grandparents raising their 
grandchildren.  

• How can we inspire each home to be the “domestic church” from which our parish community 

celebrates and embodies the love of God in Klamath Falls and beyond? 

It is only out of this kind of life that our more mature members will model the “Yes” with which 
Mary answered God’s call in her life. Radiating from a God-centered life in the home, our young 
people will be inspired to say their “Yes” to God’s call in their lives, be it to the sacrament of 
Matrimony or Holy Orders, a single life of service in the Church or consecrated religious life, and 
within that frame, to whatever ministries He calls them. 

These and similar questions are the focus and challenge for our Committee for this year.  Want to 
join us?  Please come to the parish Conference Room the 3rd Sunday of the month before Mass or 
contact Mary Beard, 541-882-3997.  Welcome aboard! 
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Pre-K to 12th Grade Faith Formation 

Thanks to a committed group of catechists, assistant catechists, and families, faith formation for children 
and youth at St. Pius X continues to thrive. We focused on virtue this fall, especially emphasizing faith, hope, 
and charity. Recently, families have been putting charity into practice through a food drive for St. Vincent 
De Paul, thanks to the suggestion and leadership of Tami Lucht. 

 

SPX Youth Ministry 

Every Wednesday evening, 15 – 20 junior and senior high youth, along with 3 – 5 adult volunteer youth 
ministers gather for food fellowship, worship and prayer, Adoration, relevant catechesis for youth, or social/
game night. Highlights from this fall include: youth-led worship evening, Day of the Son and Spirit diocesan 
retreats, kick-off all-night baking event fundraiser for the Steubenville NW Youth Conference. We’re looking 
forward to the annual spaghetti dinner and silent auction fundraiser Saturday, January 25th. Donations for 
the silent auction may be brought to the Parish Office. 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Six catechumens preparing for Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist, and one candidate preparing for 
Confirmation and Eucharist, participated in the Rite of Acceptance and Welcoming Sunday, December 8th. 
We praise and thank God for His work of grace in their lives. They have completed SYMBOLON, Part 1, 
Knowing the Faith, which gives a general overview of the Profession of Faith. After the rite they began Part 
2, Living the Faith. They have also experienced Lectio Divina through the first six chapters of the Gospel of 
John and had a thorough overview of the Mysteries of the Rosary and how to pray them. Please pray that 
these catechumens and candidates will persevere through the Easter Vigil 2020, when they will be joyously 
received into full communion with the Church and our parish through their completion of the Sacraments of 
Initiation and Reconciliation. 

 

Working for the Future of Our Parish – Faith Forums 

From October - December we hosted Faith Forums devoted to the theme “Working for the Future of Our 
Parish”. In two interviews with Dan Kugler and Patti Baumann, respectively, and in a presentation by Vic 
Scaravilli, we heard the importance of God’s initiating and ongoing grace, active participation in the Sacred 
Liturgy and reception of the sacraments, an inviting parish community, and regular involvement in liturgical, 
catechetical, and social justice ministry for the growth of our parish in faith, hope, charity, and all of God’s 
other virtues and gifts. In January, Bryce Hermann, Coordinator of the Office of Evangelization and 
Catechesis for the Diocese of Baker will share how to evangelize unbelievers in our parish and community. 
Then, in February, we will have a work session, during which we will brainstorm and have a conversation 
together about how we will work with one another for the future growth of our parish. In March Fr. David 
Meconi, SJ, will lead us through the Ignatian Spiritual Exercises, focusing on incarnating God in our parish 
and families. Finally, in April Michael Kraan will lead us in a conversation about the relationship between 
Faith and Politics. Thank you very much to everyone who has been involved thus far, including coffee & 
doughnut and breakfast volunteers! 
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Adult Formation 

We continue to offer weekly adult formation on the Mysteries of the Rosary & Catechism, Death by 

Minivan (Mom’s Group), the Holy Spirit, Hebrews, and periodically in the Circle of Sisters Book Club. That 

Man Is You! will resume after the new year begins. Please see the weekly bulletin for more details. As we 

begin a new year, seriously consider joining one of our offerings. Everyone is always welcome! 

All night baking event for SNW fundraiser  

The evening of December 13th the youth group gathered for an all night Baking event to raise 

funds for the  2020 Northwest Steubenville Youth Conference. The bake goods were available 

for donations after the December 15 Mass.  Thank you for your support. 
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HOLY FAMILY AWARD 
Each year St. Pius X takes joy in recognizing a family, couple or individual for their 

service to parish by presenting to them the Holy Family Award. The award 

represents the spirit of love, stewardship and devotion to the catholic faith and a 

willingness to give of their time, talent and treasure to improve the function and 

life of our parish.  

This year we are recognizing a person who is a silent volunteer Duaine Kline.  

Over the last 35 years Duaine has been involved in many miniseries here in St. Pius X. He spends numerous 

hours at the church campus taking care of our garden and roses.  He is involved in St. Vincent de Paul,  

Respect Life, Men’s Club, Monthly Breakfast, Sentinels etc. He is a man of commitment and faith and 

he dearly loves his Church.   
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Catholic Daughters of the Americas St Pius X had a very 
productive and enjoyable 4th quarter.  We started the quarter 
with a potluck meeting in September and rolled out all the 
activities for the remainder of the year and next year. Whew! We 
are going to be busy! 

In October, the Catholic Daughter Courts of St Pius and Sacred 

Heart joined to sponsor the Respect Life Sunday “Life Chain”. It 

was a sunny but windy day. 58 people (and 2 dogs!) from both Catholic churches and 

two Protestant churches turned up to show their support for the sanctity of life from conception to 

natural death. 

On October 13th we held our Bake Sale which brought in around $500. It was a busy weekend as the 
Women’s retreat was the same weekend. 

October 20th we celebrated Catholic Daughter Sunday with Mass followed by fellowship at the Knights of 
Columbus breakfast after Mass.  We were blessed to have the Catholic Daughters of Sacred Heart join us 
for breakfast. 

Finally, for October, we placed white flowers at the altar on October 27 as part of the white ribbons 

against pornography week. 

November brought us a Saturday meeting on November 9th so those who 

can’t make a weekday meeting could attend. The meeting was followed by 

a “Progressive Lunch” starting with appetizers at the Parish Hall followed 

by soups at Deb Scaravilli’s house and desserts at Kathy Pence’s house. 

 

To our delight, we added three new members at our November meeting. 
Jaynee Coslet (left), Sherry Harper (middle) and Jean Slusher (right) joined 
our Court and then enjoyed lunch with us.  
With these three women, we have added 13 new members this year. 

Thanks be to God! 

On Sunday, November 10th, members of both the Catholic Daughters 
Courts and parishioners from St. Pius X and Sacred Heart gathered to pray 
a “Patriotic Rosary” at Sacred Heart Parish. 

Each state and its inhabitants of the United States was represented and prayed 
for. Patriotic songs were sung and readings from our Founding Fathers were 
read. After the Rosary, we enjoyed a time of refreshment and fellowship in the 
Parish Hall.  

On December 9th, we held an Advent celebration with the Catholic Daughters 
of Sacred Heart. We met at the Sizzler’s Restaurant for a no-host lunch, and an 
ornament exchange.  

Besides these events, Catholic Daughters continued to distribute prayer books 
at funerals and provide a quilt to the family of the deceased. 

We encourage the women of St Pius to join us and grow spiritually as well as to make lifelong friends. 

Please contact Deb Scaravilli, Regent, 541-884-6905, vicdebscaravilli@gmail.com if interested. 
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Psalm 139: 13-14 “Truly you have formed my inmost being; you knit me in my mother’s womb. I 
give you thanks that I am fearfully, wonderfully made; wonderful are your works.” 
Enclosed is an article taken from “Life in Oregon” publication, Oregon Right to Life, December 
2019. 

“Recent legislative activity demonstrates the pro-euthanasia efforts in Oregon.  These efforts 
seek to expand assisted suicide which would increase risk to the vulnerable, namely the old, 
disabled, seriously ill, discouraged, or others deemed to be lives not worth saving. Oregon 
citizens approved physician-assisted suicide (PAS) 25 years ago expecting the safeguards 
would limit the use of assisted suicide to Oregonians.  However, pro-euthanasia activities have 
included ways to expand the law and shepherd people to a hastened demise.  Oregon Right to 
Life has been able to stop most of the efforts to liberalize the (PAS) law.   

Also watch out for the “Advance Directive Adoption Committee.”  This body has authority over 
what constitutes a valid advance directive and can make changes to it as they see fit.  They are 
bound to make decisions in conflict with pro-life viewpoints.  Be aware.  Go to: www.ortl.org 
for more information on these topics. 

Upcoming event:  “Support Life Rally” Wednesday, January 22, 2020 

 

Time:  12:00 Noon – 1:00 PM in front of the Government Center 305 Main Street. 
This is an annual event where we remember the millions of lives lost through abortion, by 

prayer and speakers.  Every life matters, from conception to natural death. 
Free hot lunch following, provided by the Knights of Columbus hall at 1910 Greensprings Dr. 

All are welcome.  Come and support all life. 
For information contact:  Carolyn Taylor (541) 273-0953 

Respect LifeRespect LifeRespect LifeRespect Life————from conception to natural deathfrom conception to natural deathfrom conception to natural deathfrom conception to natural death    
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This section of the newsletter contains questions frequently asked by 
both Catholics and non-Catholics about our faith. Knowing the answers 
help you to grow in your faith. 

What do  
Catholics 
believe? 

 
From compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church (cont.) 
 

CHAPTER ONE 

4. Is the light of reason alone sufficient to know the mystery of God? 

Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) 37-38 

In coming to a knowledge of God by the light of reason alone man experiences many difficulties. 
Indeed, on his own he is unable to enter into the intimacy of the divine mystery. This is why he stands in 
need of being enlightened by God’s revelation, not only about those things that exceed his 
understanding, but also about those religious and moral truths which of themselves are not beyond the 
grasp of human reason, so that even in the present condition of the human race, they can be known by 
all with ease, with firm certainty and with no admixture of error. 

5. How can we speak about God? 

CCC—39-43 
CCC—48-49 

By taking as our starting point the perfections of man and of the other creatures which are a reflection, 

albeit a limited one, of the infinite perfection of God, we are able to speak about God with all people. 

We must, however, continually purify our language insofar as it is image-bound and imperfect, realizing 

that we can never fully express the infinite mystery of God. 

 

CHAPTER TWO 

God Comes to Meet Man 

The Revelation of God 

6. What does God reveal to man? 

CCC—50-53 
CCC—68-69 

God in his goodness and wisdom reveals himself. With deeds and words, he reveals himself and his plan 

of loving goodness which he decreed from all eternity in Christ. According to this plan, all people by the 

grace of the Holy Spirit are to share in the divine life as adopted “sons” in the only begotten Son of 

God. 
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The following parishioners  and loved ones of St. Pius X have passed away in 
the 4th quarter of 2019. Let us continue to pray for their souls. 
“We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at 
home with the Lord.” 

2 Corinthians 5:8 

Faith Favalora, Dorothy Emard, Toni Merrow, Don Metzler, Steven Mauch,  
Sylvia Berry, Ted Gessner 

VETERANS MEMORIAL 

In October 2017, Mt. Calvary Catholic Cemetery initiated a capital campaign to 
raise funds for the construction of a permanent Veterans Memorial. Below is 
an artist rendition of the memorial. 

The Veterans memorial will honor all veterans living or deceased who have 
served or are serving in the military and commemorate their service in all wars 

and conflicts including peace time service. 

Mt. Calvary’s practice has been that no capital project will be started until all required funds have been 
obtained. As of 12/31/2019, 74% of the required funds have been obtained from generous donations. We 
need your assistance in raising the remaining funds. 

There are two ways to help us complete this project. The memorial includes 50, double occupancy niches. 
If you are a veteran, those niches are available for pre-sale. Secondly, donations are always welcomed. 
We are a 501c3 non-profit corporation—donations are tax deductible. 



St. Pius X Catholic Church 
Mission Statement 

“St. Pius X Roman Catholic Church, within the Diocese of Baker, is a community 

of Catholic Christians who are united by God, formed by the gospels, strength‐

ened by the sacraments and the liturgy as well as the teachings of the Catholic 

Church. 

We are committed to evangelization and education. We encourage a greater 

commitment to love and follow Christ, by living out the Catholic faith and to 

promote peace and justice in our parish, our community, and our world. 

Guided by the Holy Spirit, we pledge ourselves to pursue this mission through 

participation in the liturgical, sacramental, educational, and social ministries of 

the Church.” 


